ENCISO AS A GEOGKAPHER                  59

directions, with latitudes, the distances between
anchorages, and other particulars.1

After leaving Cabo de la Vela he mentions
Yaharo, a good port with fertile land on the skirts
of the snowy mountains. Among other edible
fruits, Enciso here first became acquainted with
what we call the alligator (avocado) pear. He
describes the inside as like butter 'with such a
wonderful flavour, and a taste so good and pleasant
that it is wonderful/

He gives the latitude of Santa Martha, and
describes it as the best harbour on the coast. The
land, he says, is irrigated by hand and by channels,
the cereal and other crops they raise being thus
watered. It is an open country with lofty bare
mountains beyond, abounding in wild pigs and
deer. The people are warlike, and use poisoned
arrows. They also grow much cotton and weave
cloths. They have a great deal of gold and copper,
and have discovered an excellent way of gilding
the copper.

Enciso describes a sort of upas-tree with wild
poisonous fruit. He says that when a man eats

1 La Suma de Qeografia del Bachiller Martin Fernandez de
Enciso, Alguazil Mayor del Caatilla del Oro (Seville, 1519), eighty
leaves. The work of Enciso is extremely rare, and fetches
extraordinarily high prices.